
BEAMINSTER & DISTRICT 
TWINNING ASSOCIATION 

 
VISIT TO SAINT-JAMES 2010 

 
COME & JOIN US 

 
Since 1978 Beaminster has been twinned with Saint-James in Normandy.  Each year there is 
an exchange visit between the two towns and, this year, it was the turn of Beaminster to visit 
Saint-James.   
 
Early on Friday June 4th a group set off from Beaminster’s market square to take the ferry to 
Caen. For some, this was a visit to old friends – close friendships which have been established 
over 30 years of twinning visits.  For others, this was the first visit. 
 
A very warm welcoming reception 
greeted us at the Saint-James 
Mairie – nibbles, local cider and 
champagne to remind us that this 
was France. Brief speeches of 
welcome and thanks were 
exchanged as visitors and hosts 
met up once more or for the very 
first time.        

Margaret Greenham,  Chairman of Beaminster Twinning with Mayor 
Michel Thoury and the President of the Saint-James Twinning 
Association, Yannick Duval.    
     

 
 
Then it was time for everyone to return home with their host 
family for dinner and conversation in French, English, and the 
very best Franglais. 
 
 
 
 
Each year, the Saint-James’ 
hosts find something new to do 
and see.  This year, they had 
organised a group trip to the 
nearby town of Rennes.  This is 
a lovely, vibrant town with 
medieval timbered buildings 
plus grander architecture of 
later times.  A highlight was the 
market – the second biggest in 
France and a treasure trove of the best of French produce. 
 
 
After lunch, the trip ended with a 
private visit to the recently 
restored Parliament of Brittany 
building. 
 
All in all, a great day out thanks to 
our lovely, bubbly host, Sophie 
Dapilly. 



 
Saturday evening was 
party time.  We were 
taken to a nearby village 
hall for a magnificent 
buffet supper.  A treat of 
the evening was Les 
Triolettes group of folk 
dancers in traditional 
Normandy costumes.  
This group has danced all 
over the world, but was delighted to perform its music and dances for us – and to encourage us 
to take part in the simpler dances. 
 
The next day, each French 
host took their guests on a 
special personal trip of their 
own.  A famous local sight 
is Mont-Saint-Michel and 
one group were taken on a 
walking trip to the island 
across the sands of the bay.  
The route can be 
treacherous, so a guide led 
the way across the ‘moving  
sands’ and streams of incoming tide.  After 3 hours of walking, there was a very welcome beer 
on Mont- Saint-Michel. 
 
Others had a more restful time.  The trip coincided with the 66th anniversary of D-Day, so it was 
fitting that some visited the American Cemetery at Saint-James – 
the second largest in France and a beautifully peaceful, reflective 
spot.  
 
Elsewhere in Saint-James, party time continued as one family 
held a major family celebration and their Beaminster visitor joined 
in both preparations and party.  There were many other, varied 
trips – it seems that, even in Normandy, bungee jumping is on 
offer. Each visitor was given his or her own special experience 
and memories. 
 
On the Monday, the group travelled back to Beaminster after a great time and already looking 
forward to next year’s visit from our friends from Saint-James. 
 

 
 
New members of the Beaminster and District Twinning Association are always welcome.  If you 
would like to join us for future visits, please contact our joint secretary, Steve Longridge, on 
01308 863520. 


